
ORDINANCE NO. 3 ·08 
CITY OF CENTERVILLE, OHIO 

Sponsored by Council MemberIJ/ ~-< on thed..ht"day of /-IF , 2008. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 11·86, THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CENTERVILLE, 
OHIO TO REGULATE SIGNS THAT INCORPORATE AN 
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 713 OF THE OHIO 
REVISED CODE. 

PREAMBLE AND PURPOSE 

WHEREAS, The City of Centerville has enacted sign regulations within the 
Centerville Zoning Ordinance that protect the public health, safety, convenience, 
comfort, prosperity, and general welfare, respects citizen's need for self expression, 
track the objectives the courts view as legitimate, and assist the City in its ability to 
justify distinctions between legal and ipegal signs, and 

WHEREAS, The City promotes the use of signs which are aesthetically pleasing, 
of appropriate scale, and integrated with surrounding buildings and landscape, in 
order to meet the City's expressed desire for quality development, and 

WHEREAS, The City has evaluated these regulations as they apply to newer 
technologies including electronic message centers that also include light emitting 
diode (LED) displays, and 

WHEREAS, The City has reviewed studies that evaluate the impact of electronic 
message centers on traffic safety; and 

WHEREAS, The City has concluded that Electronic Message Center Signs that are 
visible to the public right-of-way will interfere with, obstruct, confuse and distract 
the attention of motorists. 

\VHEREAS, The City recognizes the need to incorporate these new technologies 
into its regulations enacting the above stated purposes. 

NO\V THEREFORE; The Municipality of Centerville hereby Ordains: 

Section 1. Ordinance Number 11-86 passed on the 21st day of July, 1986 and as 
subsequently amended, be, and the same hereby is revised as follows with new language to 
be added in italics and text to be deleted in strikeout as provided in Section 5.02 of the 
Centerville Charter: 
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By amending Section 23, Signs, as follows: 

A. Purpose 

2. Protect the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, prosperity, and 
general welfare.,.; 

3. Show reJpect for citizens' need for self expression; 

4. Promote the use of sig11s that are aesthetically pleasing, of appropriate 
scale, and illlegrated with surrou11ding buildings and landscape, in order to 
meet the City's expressed desire for quality developmelll; 

5. Protect the public from a traffic safety concern by addressing driverfatigue, 
impairmellt, Judgment, error, risk taking, and traffic violations that could 
occur from the distraction of electronic and changeable copy signs. 

C. Definitions 

1. Nit - The measurement of the amount of light a bulb produces. It is given in 
nits or one (1) candela per square meter (cdlm2). One (1) nit is equal to one 
(1) cd/1112. For pwposes oft/tis Ordina11ce, 5,000 Nits equals 464.5 candela 
per square foot and 1,000 Nits equals 92.9 candela per square foot. 

+. 2. Building Frontage 

3. Candela - A candela is a lume11 per steradian. It is used for "point" sources 
to calculate how much light is cast 011 a swface 110 matter where the swface 
is. 

4. Foo/candle - A measurement of light at an illuminated object. One 
footcandle is the illuminance at a point on a swface which is 011efootjiw11, 
and pe1pe11dicular to, a uniform point source of one candela. One (1) 
footcandle == 10.8 llLt. 

5. L1Lt- The metric unit of measure for illuminance of a swface. One lux is 
equal to one lumen per square meter. One (1) Im: equals 0.093 footcandles. 
Forpwposes of !his Ordinance, one (1) ilLt equals one (1) 11it of luminance. 

~ 6. Sign 

-3-.,. 7. Sign Area 

8. Sign, Changeable Copy - A sign or portion of a sign where the message is 
able to be changed by electrical, mecltanical. magnetism, or any other 
means. 
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E. 

9. Sign. Electronic Message Center - A sign or a portion ofa sign that utili:es 
ligl1t emitting tech110/ogies i11cludi11g, but not limited to, television screens, 
plasma screens, digital screens, holographic displays, and LED (light 
emitting diode) tec/1110/ogy 011 any portio11 ofa sign face to display a 
message excepl as prohibited in !he Section 23 E, Prohibited Sign 
Characteristics of t!tis Zoning Ordinance. 

4: JO. Sign Face 

~ I 1. Sign Height 

6. 

7. 

14. 

Sign Permanent 12. Sign, Permanent - A sign pennitted by this 
Ordinance to be located on a premises for an unlimited period of time. 

Sign Temporary 13. Sign, Tempora,y - A sign pennitted by this 
Ordinance to be located on a premises for a limited period of time. 

Sign, Vehicle Mounted -A sign attached to or placed 011 a vehicle, 
including automobiles, trucks, boats, campers, and trailers which is parked 
011 or othe11vise utilizing a public right-of-way, public property or 011 
private property in a manner to convey visible information to or attract the 
visual atte11tio11 of a person in a public right-of-way for the basic pwposes 
of prol'iding advertisement for products or se111ices or directing people to a 
business or activity. Vehicle Nlmmted Signs shall not mean the following: 

a. Any vehicle displaying an advertise111e11t or business notice of its owner, 
so long as the advertising devices are attached to and wit/tin tlte normal 
unaltered lines of the vehicle and the vehicle is engaged in the usual 
business or regular work of the owner, and 1101 merely, mainly, or 
primarily used to display advertising; 

b. Busses or other forms of public tra11sportatio11; 

c. Taxicabs. 

Prohibited Siens and Sign Characteristics 

5. 

5. 

12. 

Any sign which c01weys at any time the ,,isual sensation or appearance of 
motion, or preseflts a non constant visual image to the eye of an obser.•er 
shall be prohibited. 

Any sign ll'ith visible mm•ing, revolving, rotating parts, visible 111echa11ical 
movement or com·eys al any time the visual se11satio11 or appearance of 
motion, or presents a 11011-co11sta11t visual image to the eye of an observer 
shall be prohibited. 

A vehicle 11101111/ed sign shall be prohibited. 



f. Gt.;11cral Pmvfsions 

I I . Swtic, Ji.red mes.mgc 

.I sig1111111st c01n·ey a static,ji.tcd message. A slalir,jixcd 111cs.rnge 1111dcr 
the prol'isio11.\· fftltis ordinance mc,m., a sign message 11111st re111ai11 os a 
cn11sta111 vis11al i111agc fiw al least !<'11 (I 0) 111i11111es. 

I 2. Electro11ic Message Center. Il/u111i11atio11 

a. The message area cf an <'icclronic message center emit il/11111i11atio11 
up lo but 1101 exceeding intensity le11els <?flive t/10usm1d (5,000) nits 
during dc~Flight /wurs and 011e 1'1011sa11d (/,0()()) nits during 
11ig/i1time hours/or ,v/,;fc ill11111i11atio11. 

b. A11 Electronic Message Center s/101/ have ill11mi11alio11 dimming 
technology to assure daytime mu/ 11igltttime le,•els are not exceeded. 

c. All illu111i11a,io11 le,,efs shall be pre-set!~)' the 111a1111fl1ct11rer not to 
exceed the illumillmion levels stated above and is protectcdji·om 
end-used ma11ip11/atio111~( 1/lu111inalin11 lcl'e!s by software or other 
means appro,·cd !~)' !he Director of Dc1•elopme11t or appoillled 
Dcsig11ee. 11 fm11{(ncturer certi/ica1io11 shall be required as a part of 
a sig11 permit request for a11 Electronic Message Center. 

-1--h 12. Directional Signs 

j.' A wall 111ow11ed directional sign may be placed at the entrance to 
a11y drive-tltrn w;,1dow. 

~ 13. Ground Signs 

-1-J.: 14. Projecting Signs 

+4:- 15. Wall Signs 

~ I 6. Temporary Signs 

d. A sign having an e/ec/ro11ic message cenler shall be prohibited. 

11. Si1.ms Permitted !<)r Residential Uses 

2. Multi-Family Residential Use 

a. General 

I ) Each s1g& may be illumtHated with the e:>icepl:-i-on that no 
ie~efi1ry sign mny be i-l-l-umtt·Htte&.-
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I. 

J. 

1) No sign shall be illlemally illuminated. Only external 
artificial light sources directing light to tile sign face shall be 
permitted. 

a) The color of any energized lamp used shall be white 
or yellow. 

b) Light fixtures shall be positioned in a manner that 
focuses light onto a sign face to prevent glare to 
persons off-premises and the fixture lens or bulb 
shielded fi-0,11 public view. 

2) A sign having an electronic message center shall be 
prohibited. 

Signs Permitted for Business, Industrial. or Other Non-Residential Uses (Excluding 
the Architectural Preservation District 

I. General Provisions 

c. A sign may include an electronic message center subject to the 
following requiremellls: 

1) The sign must be located in a non-residential zoning district. 

2) The electronic message center shall be limited to a maximum 
of twenty-jive percent (25%) of the sign face area not to 
exceed twelve (12) squarefeet in area. 

3) Light emitted fl-om the electronic message center shall be 
limited to a single illuminated copy color and a single, 11011-

illuminated background color. 

4) The swface area of the remaining portion of the sign face 
shall be a solid and opaque swface. 

5) A sign having an electronic message center shall only be 
placed along the ji-011/age of a thoroughfare street as defined 
by the Centerville Thoroughfare Plan. 

Si1ms Permitted for the Architectural Preservation District (APD) 

6. General Provisions (APD) 

d. 

d. 

No sign shall use chaAgeable letters. 

Changeable copy signs shall be p,"ohibited. 
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e. A sign having an electronic message center shall be prohibited. 

By amending Section 36, Separability, as follows: 

Section 36. Separability Clause 

Should aAy sectioA or pro1i·1s10A of this ordinance be declared ey the courts to ee 
UAeonstitutional or invalid, such decisioA shall not affect the 1i·alidity of the ordinance as a 
whole, or any part thereof other than tl~e part so declared to be unconstirntional er ifwalid. 

Each chapter, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or other divisible part of this 
Ordinance is hereby declared to be severable. If any such chapter, section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or other divisible part of this Ordi11a11ce is declared 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid (by any court of competent jurisdiction in a valid 
judgment or decree), such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the 
remaining chapters, sectio11s, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or other divisible 
parts of this Ordinance. 

Section 2: This Ordinance shall become effective at the earliest date allowed by law. 

PASSED THIS ;J. / s+ day of_//.....,_,_~_....._·"'"'----' 2008. 
I 

ATTEST: 

:I)_dna._ Q , Q a'YnV-) 

Clerk of Council f · 
City of Centerville, Ohio 

C 
Mayor of the City of Cente ville, Ohio 
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CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned, Clerk of Council of the City of Centerville, Ohio, hereby certifies 
the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 3 -0 ~ , passed by the 
Council of the City of Centerville, Ohio on the d ls-l day of /J ~ , 2008. 

I 

Approved as to form, consistency 
with existing ordinances, the 
charter and constitutional 
prov1s1ons. 

Department of Law 
Scott Libemrnn, 
Municipal Attorney 


