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ORDINANCE NO. I I -07 
CITY OF CENTERVILLE, OHIO 

Sponsored by Council Member ________ on the __ day of ____ _, 
2007. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 11-86, THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CENTERVILLE, 
omo TO PROHIBIT SIGNS THAT INCORPORATE AN 
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 713 OF THE omo REVISED 
CODE. 

PREAMBLE AND PURPOSE 

WHEREAS, The City of Centerville has enacted sign regulations within the 
Centerville Zoning Ordinance that protect the public health. safety, convenience, 
comfort, prosperity, and general welfare, respect citizens' need for self expression, 
track the objectives the courts view as legitimate, and assist the City in its ability to 
justify distinctions between legal and illegal signs, and 

WHEREAS, The City promotes the use of signs which are aesthetically pleasing, of 
appropriate scale, and integrated with surrounding buildings and landscape, in order to 
meet the City's expressed desire for quality development, and 

WHEREAS, The City has evaluated these regulations as they apply to newer 
technologies including electronic message centers that also include light emitting diode 
(LED) displays, and 

WHEREAS, The City has reviewed studies that evaluate the impact of electronic 
message centers on traffic safety; and 

WHEREAS, The City has concluded that Electronic Message Center Signs that are 
visible to the public right-of-way will interfere with. obstruct, confuse and distract the 
attention of motorists. 

NOW THEREFORE; The Municipality of Centerville hereby Ordains: 

Section 1. Ordinance Number 11-86 passed on the 21st day of July, 1986 and as 
subsequently amended, be, and the same hereby is revised as follows with new language to be 
added in italics and text to be deleted in strikeout as provided in Section 5.02 of the 
Centerville Charter: 

By amending Section 23, Signs, as follows: 

A. Purpose 
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2. Protect the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, prosperity, and general 
welfare:-: 

3. Show respect for citizens' need for self expression; 

-I. Promote the use of signs which are aesthetically pleasing, of appropriate 
scale, and integrated with sullounding b11ildi11gs and landscape, in order to 
meet the City's expressed desire for quality development. 

5. Protect the public from a traffic safety concern by addressing driver fatigue, 
impairment, judgment, error, risk taking, and traffic violations that could 
occur from the distraction of electronic and changeable copy signs. 

C. Definitions 

./. Sign, Changeable Copy - A sign or portion of a sign where the message is able 
to be changed by electrical, mechanical, mag11etism, or any other mea11s. 

5. Sign, Electronic Message Center - A sign or a portio11 of a sign that utilizes 
light emitting technologies including, but 1101 limited to, television screens, 
plasma screens, digital screens, holographic displays, and LED (light emitting 
diode) technology 011 any portio11 of a sign face to display a message. 

4- 6. Sign Face 

➔.. 7. Sign Height 

e. SigA Permanent 8. Sign, Perma11e11t - A sign pennitted by this Ordinance to 
be located on a premises for an unlimited period of time. 

7. Sign Temporary 9. Sign, Temporary - A sign permitted by this Ordinance to 
be located on a premises for an limited period of time. 

10. Sign, Vehicle Mounted - A sign attached to or placed 011 a vehicle, including 
automobiles, tn,cks, boats, campers, and trailers which is parked on or 
otherwise utilizing a public right-of-way, public property or 011 private 
property in a ma1111er lo co11vey visible information to or attract the visual 
attelllion of a person in a public right-of-way for the basic purposes of 
providing advertisement for products or services or directing people to a 
business or activity. Vehicle Moullled Signs shall 1101 mean the following: 

a. Any vehicle displaying an advertisement or business notice of its owner, so 
long as the advertising devices are attached to and within the normal 
unaltered lines of the vehicle and the vehicle is engaged in the usual 
business or regular work of the owner, and not merely, mainly, or 
primarily used lo display advertising; 
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E. 

F. 

H. 

b. Busses or other forms of public transportation; 

c. Taxicabs. 

Prohibited Signs and Sign Characteristics 

5. 

5. 

12. 

13. 

P.ny sige whieh eee•;eys at aey time the visual seesatioe er appearanee of 
motion, or f)Feseets a noe constant ¥isual image to the eye of an observer 
shall be prohibited. 

Any sign with visible moving, revolving, or rotating parts or visible 
mechanical movement or that conveys at any time the visual sensation or 
appearance of motion, or that presents a no11-co11sta11t visual image to the 
eye of an observer shall be prohibited 

A sign or portion of a sign having an electronic message center shall be 
prohibited 

A vehicle moullled sign shall be prohibited 

General Provisions 

11. Static, fixed message 

A sign must convey a static, fixed message. A static, fixed message under the 
provisions of this ordinance means a sign message must remain as a constant 
visual image for at least ten (JO) minutes. 

++:- 12. Directional Signs 

~ 13. Ground Signs 

~ 14. Projecting Signs 

-14.- 15. Wall Signs 

-1-5-:- 16. Temporary Signs 

Signs Permitted for Residential Uses 

2. Multi-Family Residential Use 

a. General 

1) Eaeh sign may be illuminated with the CKeeptioe that no 
tempormy sign may be illuminated. 
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1) No sign shall be i11temally illuminated Only extemal artificial 
light sources directing light to the sign face shall be permitted. 

a) The color of any energized lamp used shall be white or 
yellow. 

b) Light fixtures shall be positioned in a manner that 
focuses light onto a sign face to prevent glare to persons 
off-premises and the fixture lens or bulb shielded from 
public view. 

Signs Permitted for the Architectural PreseIVation District (APO} 

6. General Provisions (APO) 

d. 

d 

No sigH shall 1::1se changeable letters. 

Changeable copy signs shall be prohibited 

By amending Section 36, Separability, as follows: 

Section 36. Separability Clause 

Sho1::1ld any sestioe OF pro'lisioe of this ortlieanee be deelared by the eo1::1rts to be 
ueeoestiwtional or in>rralid, s1::1eh Eieeisioe shall not affeet the YaliElity of the ortlieanee as a 
whole, OF any part thereef ether than the part se deelared to be 1::1eooestitutioeal or iwralid. 

Each chapter, section, paragraph, se11te11ce, clause, phrase or other divisible part of this 
Ordinance is hereby declared to be severable. If any such chapter, section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or other divisible part of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid (by any court of competent jurisdiction in a valid judgment or decree), 
such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining chapters, sections, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or other divisible parts of this Ordinance. 

Section 2: This Ordinance shall become effective at the earliest date allowed by law. 

PASSED THIS ___ day of _______ , 2007. 

Mayor of the City of Centerville, Ohio 
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ATTEST: 

Clerk of Council 
City of Centerville, Ohio 

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned, Clerk of Council of the City of Centerville, Ohio, hereby certifies the 
foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. __ _, passed by the Council of 
the City of Centerville, Ohio on the __ day of ____ _, 2007. 

Approved as to form, 
consistency with existing 
ordinances, the charter and 
constitutional provisions. 
Department of Law 
Scott A. Liberman 
Municipal Attorney 

Clerk of Council 


